THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE
HUTTON HENRY PARISH COUNCIL
HELD ON MONDAY 17 JANUARY 2022
Present: Councillors, K Knight (Chair), Mrs N Wood (Vice-Chair), Mrs M Farry, Mrs J Grieves, Mr D Bannon
and Mr J Lyons.
Also Present: 1 member of the public
1. Apologies for absence
Apologises for absence were received from Councillors F Drake, B Drake, K Lawson & J Manchester.
2. Declarations of interest
There were no declarations of interest
3. Public Participation
Cllr F Drake funding request - £500 towards the relief of food and fuel poverty
The Council requested further information regarding how many residents from Hutton Henry and Station
Town would be impacted by the funding and if other relevant Parish Councils had been asked for a
donation.
Resolved – The Clerk to contact Reverend Grieve for further information.
A resident addressed the meeting regarding the land in Hutton Henry referred to in the minutes as ‘the land
behind the Plough’. The resident asked three questions:
1 - Did the Clerk receive a positive email regarding the outcome of Octobers meeting? Yes, thank you.
2 – Would the hedgerow planted be of an appropriate height not to obscure the view? Yes, the hedge will
be regularly maintained.
3 – Will my questions be minuted? Yes.
4. The minutes of the last meeting held on 8 November 2021, a copy of which had been circulated to each
Member were approved and signed by the Chair.
5. Correspondence
Request from AFST for funding
A request was received by AFST to donate £916 towards DBS checks, First Aid training, Audit Fees and
Public Liability Insurance for their directors and volunteers.
After discussions, councillors did not feel it was appropriate to pay for a company’s running costs.
Resolved – The Council declined the funding request.
CDALC – Tree Grant
Information regarding funding to plant trees had been distributed to Clerks. The Council felt additional trees
could be planted around the Pump Track in Station Town.
Resolved – The Clerk to investigate the grant further.
Bulbs Funding Request
A request was made for £500 for the planting of bulbs around Dormant Court, Station Town. Councillors
noted that a donation had previously been made for bulbs to be planted in the same area.
Resolved – The Council declined the request.
Update from the Archives Department DCC
The cemetery plans are in poor condition and the Archives department have recommend some conservation
be carried out. They also recommend having the minute made into books at £100 per book – the Clerk has
asked roughly how many books would be needed and a quote for the works. No further information has
been received.
Resolved – That the information be noted.
Alice House Funding Request
Resolved – The Council agreed to donate £50 to Alice House.

6. Cemetery Report
The rotten gate post has been replaced however in the process it became evident that both posts were
rotten - the Clerk has ordered a 2nd post.
Residents have been asked to remove all Christmas decorations from the graves by the end of January.
J Manchester has informed the Clerk that the rope for the bell has snapped, the bell is rung during funerals.
The Clerk has looked for local, specialist companies but has been unsuccessful.
Resolved – The Clerk to make further enquiries about repairing the rope.
7. Police Report
There was no Police Report.
PACT Meetings are to alternate between Hutton Henry and Station Town however, face to face meetings
are on hold due to COVID. At December’s meeting, residents complained about an empty house in Hutton
Henry which has been a target of antisocial behaviour for many years. PC Stocks has investigated, and the
house has now been boarded up.
In December, Councillors met with M Stubbs (Traffic Management Officer, Durham Police) and
representatives from the Highways Department at DCC to discuss the issue of speeding and anti-social
driving especially at the Chicane in Station Town. A plan was actioned to remove all excess trees and install
new signage etc around the Chicane and a speed watch programme in both villages.
Councillors noted that the bollards between Station Lane and Church Street have been removed and
therefore cars were bypassing the Chicane. The Clerk to report this to DCC.
The PC have purchased “Caution Children Playing” signs to be installed at the back of Front Street and
Church Street as previously requested.
Resolved – the Clerk to report the bollards and arrange for signs to be erected.
8. Planning Proposals
DM/21/04020/FPA - Change of use of existing stable block and dwelling to seven C2 residential units with
associated supporting infrastructure, Swanton Care and Community Ltd, Land Rear of Newholme Estate,
Station Town, TS28 5EW
Resolved - No objections were made
9. Finance
9.1 Expenditure 08/11/21 – 17/01/22


















HHCA
DCC
Viking
SLCC
Wingate Primary School
E.On Next
Cllr Farry
Poppy Appeal
DCC
Wellfield School
Arbor Timber
St Mary’s School
Cllr Drake
CDLAC
Barclays Bank
L Hall
L Hall

Hall Hire
Tractor Service
Stationary
L Hall Membership
Christmas Donation
Electricity
Expenses
Poppy Wreaths
Wages
Christmas Donation
Gate Post
Christmas Donation
Vouchers
Training
Charges
Expenses
Christmas Packs

£200.00
£471.15
£163.14
£140.00
£250.00
£114.74
£88.60
£50.00
£3413.44
£250.00
£143.98
£250.00
£40.00
£100.00
£15.00
£129.80
£167.11










Cllr Knight
Gardens of Grace
DCC
D Mellanby
Cllr Farry
Anglian Water
Hutton Fire Protection
Mulchay Training

9.2 Income 08/11/21 – 17/01/22
 Allotments
 Greg Cavey
 DCC
 Cemetery

Vouchers
£200.00
Land HH, Gate Post x2, Tree £870.00
Archives
£44.00
Christmas Packs
£128.00
Christmas Packs
£257.51
Water Rates
£38.60
Extinguisher Service
£24.00
Christmas Tree
£150.00
£7699.07
Allotment Fees
Cottage Rent
AAP Funding
Burial Costs

£240.00
£765.00
£600.00
£350.00
£1955.00

9.3 Bank Balance and Reconciliation
The bank balances as of 17th January 2022
 Community Account £36,344.12
 Savings Account
£134,800.48
Unpresented Cheque – 104208 £250
10. Citizens Award
10.1 Nominations
10.2 Gifts to be awarded
Resolved – there were no nominations for the Citizens Award.
11. Budget & Precept for 2022/23
11.1 To agree the budget and precept for 2022/23
Following discussion, it was RESOLVED that the 2022/23 budget be set at £41,722. This comprised a
Precept of £38,000 and Local Council Tax Support Scheme grant of £3,772.
11.2 To finalise earmarking reserves
Resolved, the Council agreed to earmark the following reserves.
Play in Station Town (Pump Track) - £45,000
AFST Park Scheme - £14,000
AFST Football Coaching and Crafts - £2,000
Events - £10,000
Rewilding - £3,000
Queens Jubilee - £2,000
Parish Plan - £5,000
Elections 2025 - £4,000
Cemetery Digitisation - £3,000
12. Parish Plan
12.1 – Update from Clerk (Durham Community Action & Breakthrough Communications)
The Clerk had spoken to Durham Community Action and Breakthrough Communications with regards to
conducting a Parish wide questionnaire for the Parish Plan. DCA are very busy and said it would be at least
spring, BC would be quicker. The cost is likely to be at least £2000. The BC proposal was distributed to
Councillors prior to the meeting.
Resolved – after discussions, the Council agreed that enough feedback had been received from residents
to produce an effective plan therefore a survey was not required.

12.2 – Feedback received from residents
Feedback received from residents, from various sources identified the following issues.
 Anti-social behavior – mainly concerns around quads/motorbikes
 Parish Council name change to include Station Town
 Speeding vehicles & issues around the chicane in Station Town
 Dog bins
 Activities for children
 Wildflowers
 Street lighting re installed
 Inclusion
 Litter
 Nature reserve
 Playpark in Station Town
 Restoring recreation areas in Station Town
 Planting of wildflowers
 Community centre
 Community Allotment – could also offer the school a plot
 Splitting Allotments for older people to manage
 Accessible map of the cemetery
Resolved – that the information be taken into account when producing the Parish Plan.
12.3 - To set an appropriate deadline for the production and implementation of the plan
Resolved – the Council agreed to hold an additional meeting on Monday 31st January 6.30pm at the Parish
Hall to produce the plan. All Councillors to email suggestions to the Clerk in advance of the meeting.
13. Networking Meetings Feedback
13.1 Meeting with Wingate PC
Cllr Knight and the Clerk met the Chair and Clerk from Wingate PC. Working collaboratively was discussed
with the suggestion of hosting an event for the OAP’s in Spring using Wingate CC as a base. The Pump
Track was discussed and how it would benefit Wingate residents, the Chair suggested contacting local
cycling clubs as a possible funding source.
Resolved – The Council agreed to working collaboratively with Wingate PC and holding the OAP event in
Spring.
13.2 Meeting with Hutton Henry CA
Cllr Knight and the Clerk met with Hutton Henry Community Association in the hope of collaborative
working. HHCA agreed they would like to work closer with the PC – starting with the possibility of hosting a
joint OAP meal with the PC proving transport. The CA also agreed to waive the fee for hall hire for the
PACT meetings.
Resolved – that the information be noted.
13.3 Presentation with Police and Crime Commissioner
Cllr Knight attended a presentation held by Joy Allen. She asked people's main concerns regarding crime.
The response was anti-social behavior, speeding, off road vehicles, drug taking and arson. Reporting of
crimes was once again stressed saying that every incident must be reported. Community projects were
mentioned with regards to reducing ASB and some funding was available, Cllr Knight mentioned the Pump
Track scheme for Station Town.
Resolved – that the information be noted.

14. Garden Competition
12.1 Categories to be judged
Possible categories included: Best Hanging Baskets, Best Garden Display and Best use of a recycled item
12.2 Prizes to be awarded
The prizes suggested were: 1st (£50) 2nd (£30) & 3rd (£20) place in each category
The competition will be held in July 2022.
Resolved – categories and prizes are to be confirmed at the next meeting.
15. Pump Track
The Clerk updated the Council regarding the Pump Track.
- Planning permission is required, at present it is unclear what category the development falls under.
- Funding - British Cycling are currently only providing funding through Crowd Funding, matching up to
£15K, Paul Howell MP was investigating “pocket parks” funding, Awards for All will award up to £10k but
there are restrictions, AAP funding needs planning permission in place first.
Cllrs Knight, Bannon & Grieves met with Clark & Kent contractors at the site. The meeting was very positive
and helped the Council focus the needs of the project. It was noted that the contractors try to use local
contractors wherever possible for building materials etc – could be a possible funding source?
Resolved – the Council agreed to send some designs to the local schools for consultation.
16. Civility and Respect
The Civility and Respect Working Group suggest that councils may want to include information on their
websites to notify everyone that the council will not tolerate any form of bullying, harassment or intimidation.
The suggested wording is shown below.
‘We treat everyone with courtesy and respect and ask for the same in return. We ask that you treat your
councillors and council staff courteously without violence, abuse, or harassment.
Councillors and council staff have the right to carry out their civic duties and work without fear of being
attacked or abused. Any behavior whether that be verbal, physical or in writing, which causes either
councillors or council staff to feel uncomfortable, embarrassed, or threatened, is totally unacceptable.
The zero-tolerance policy includes abuse, aggression or threats made in person, over the telephone or in
written communication, including on social media. The council considers threatening behavior to be:
Attempted or actual aggressive, or physical actions made towards any Councillor or member of staff.
The use of aggressive, or abusive language, (including raising of the voice, swearing, shouting or in writing)
which threatens or intimidates councillors or council staff’
Resolved – The council agreed to display this statement on their website.
17. Parish Council Name Change
17.1 - Update from the Clerk
A simple name change does not require a community governance review; however, evidence of public
consultation is required (min of six weeks). Once all the evidence is gathered a report must be submitted to
DCC for approval. The whole process is likely to take at least 6 months.
17.2 – Representation
Residents have queried why the Council has 3 Councillors representing Hutton Henry and 9 representing
Station Town. After some investigation it is evident that there are no rules regarding this, and it is likely just
historical. The Clerk also noted that councils with an equivalent number of electorates have 7/8 councillors
compared to 12 for HHPC. The Council discussed the representation and agreed that numbers need to be
looked at and suggested a 50/50 split. A community governance report would be needed.
Resolved – The Clerk to liaise with democratic services regarding a community governance.
18. Funding for an automatic illuminated traffic warning system - Councillor F Drake
18.1 – To discuss the possibility of installing a traffic warning system at the chicane in Station Town.
Resolved – The Council agreed to discuss this item at the Parish Plan meeting.

19. Parish Hall Accessibility - Councillor F Drake
19.1 - To agree to have the matters raised in the survey of the parish room and environs carried out in
2022.
Resolved – The Council agreed to do as much of the works as possible. The inspector did suggest that
given the age of the building, the Parish Hall should be advertised as having limited access as not all works
would be possible.
20. Green Maintenance Contract - Councillor B Drake
20.1 - To further discuss the introduction of an independent green maintenance contract
Postponed to next meeting due to Councillor apologies.
21. Proposal for Lighting and Trees at Station Town’s Winding Wheel
21.1 – To discuss the possibility of installing electrical wiring around the Winding Wheel in Station
Town and planting tree for Christmas Lighting.
The Council noted that this item had been discussed previously and the Clerk had a quote for approximately
£3,000 to get electricity to the site plus the ongoing costs.
Resolved – The Council agreed not to proceed as it was not seen to be good value for money and was not
environmentally friendly.
22. Wildflowers
22.1 – To discuss the suitability of planting wildflowers in Station Town and Hutton Henry
Resolved – The Council agreed to discuss this at the Parish Plan meeting.
23. Parish Issues
Defibrillators
Cllr Knight is the only guardian (they need to checked weekly and when deployed), Councillors were asked if
anyone would like to volunteer to help.
Common Land HH
The Hedgerow has been planted.

